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HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR - HAITI

The turn led us to an immediate halt as we found the road ahead near impassible. Mud pits as far as the eye could see. With just a few
moments to map out his plan of attack, Jean-Ronel says, “Hold on!” “I’m holding on for dear life!” I yell. And I truly am.
Once we’re safely past the pits of despair, the road, while windy, is fairly smooth and brings us easily into the zone of Santiaque. We’re
halfway through assessing all the homes in this zone for the Do Something Concrete project. As we reach the path where we left off
yesterday, we take it and ride straight for the mountain. Turning right, our path hugs the mountain and has brought us to our next home
of assessment.
As we move down the narrow path, we stop at the gate as we’ve done hundreds of time before.
“Lonè (Honor)!” I call. “Respe (Respect)!” comes the response.
With the granted permission, we enter the yard and proceed to assess the house as we’ve done hundreds of times before.
And then we hear it. A faint singing that’s getting louder every second. I stop mid-measuring to seek it out. In the next yard, a man
exits his house, using sticks like crutches, singing this sorrowful melody. At first I think he’s a “crazy” as the Haitians say. But as I move
closer, I realize he’s sick. His foot is badly swollen and has been for almost a year, they say. Upon further inspection, it’s clear his pinky
toe is gangrenous and leaking infection. This is the cause for the swollen foot and calf. He’s singing to keep himself from screaming.
It was obvious Mr. Joseph needed immediate medical attention, so transportation was arranged and within 2 days his foot and leg
to mid-calf were amputated. The Sunday following the surgery, our Chaplain, Pastor Lumanés felt the Holy Spirit lead him to visit Mr.
Joseph after church. He had visited before and even talked to Mr. Joseph about accepting Christ, which Mr. Joseph had not done yet. So
today, while meeting with him, Pastor Lumanés asked Mr. Jospeh again if he would like to follow Jesus. Mr. Joseph said YES!
Tout glwa pou Bondye! All glory to God!
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THRIFTY FOR A CAUSE
We are excited to announce that we will be opening a new thrift store in Grimes, Iowa. Many Hands Thrift Market will be located in
a new 22,500 square foot building located at 2900 SE Grimes Blvd, right off of Highway 141.
Many Hands Thrift Market is set to open in early August and will serve the local community with new or gently used secondhand
goods including clothing, furniture, home decor, and kitchen cookware. It will also have Haitian products such as metal art,
jewelry, and coffee which will provide some much needed economic development for the people in Haiti.

All the proceeds from the sales made at the Many Hands Thrift Market will go towards supporting the development programs
in Haiti. Additionally, Many Hands Thrift Market will be giving back locally through the Local Impact Program. This program
allows community members to designate their donations to a local church or organization. Community members will bring in
their donations and based on the value of their items, Many Hands Thrift Market will then distribute gift cards to the church or
organization. The gift cards will then be distributed based on people’s needs within the church or organization. In addition to the
Local Impact Program, we will be partnering with a local furniture ministry by providing furniture to over 200 families that are
coming out of homelessness and rebuilding their lives.
Visiting Mr. Joseph at his home

Liz and Mr. Joseph attending church together

This is only one of at least a dozen stories of people who have accepted Christ since the onset of the Do Something Concrete project.
This project is not just about cement floors. This project is about people. Serving them, rejoicing with them, weeping with them, advocating
for them, loving them, as He loved us. And we praise Our Father in Heaven for the works that He created in advance for us to do.

“Many Hands Thrift Market will provide the opportunity for people to participate in local and global missions through volunteering,
donating, and shopping,” said Tim Brand, Executive Leader of Many Hands for Haiti. “With our Local Impact Programs, we want to
give back to the communities that will be supporting us in our work. As Americans, we tend to have an abundance of possessions.
We provide a way for people to clear out clutter and generate dollars for a good cause.”

TEAMS IN HAITI - MARCH TO JUNE
We need various types of volunteers to run the store. We need clothing sorters, cashiers, cleaners, and hands-on types of people,
which provides jobs for every sort of skill set. We believe that this is a great volunteer opportunity for people who are looking for a
purposeful experience and a way to give back to the community.
“Volunteers and donations are essential to what we are trying to do. We want to work with the community for both local and global
causes. We believe in the idea of ‘transforming together’. By working together, we become stronger,” shared Brand.

Central College, Pella, IA
May 15-24, People - 8

Pella/Spencer Combined Team
June 1-10, People - 16

Stay in touch on the progress of this project at our new website, www.ManyHandsThrift.com, or our Facebook page,
www.Facebook.com/ManyHandsThriftGrimes.

MARCH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
BY REGAN NELSON

In March, Cumberland University sent a team down to serve for a week in Haiti to put on a Leadership Development Conference.
Starting at the beginning of their semester, this group of undergrad and graduate students met for a few hours per week for a
class that would prepare them for this trip. In this Cultural Leadership class, they focused on understanding the Haitian culture,
how to develop leaders, and to prepare them as a group to lead the conference. They were put into groups and each group
developed a topic to teach on while in Haiti. The topics that were covered were trusting God, ourselves, and others; how to resolve
conflicts; and self-reflection as a leader.
Brandon Olin, a Cumberland student, was part of the conflict resolution group. “We wanted to teach them that conflict is not
a scary and difficult topic. It can be easily resolved when approached properly,” he stated. The Cumberland students put the
participants into small groups. One of the teaching techniques used when learning about conflict resolution was that each
participant group had to resolve a conflict together.
A few students shared their favorite parts of their trip. There was a common theme of the comments. Olin said, “I was surprised at
getting to see how expressive they are with their worship. I was also surprised to hear them singing songs we know from America.”
Jessica Roper, a graduate student at Cumberland, also shared, “I saw love, generosity and worship that had no limit.”
At the end of the conference, the small groups were able to share feedback about the conference and what they learned. Roper
said one of her favorite parts was their capstone paper, which was written after returning from Haiti. “The best part was being able
to write a research paper that pertained to your field of study. I was able to research the educational system in Haiti, and why it is
the way it is. I was also able to research ways to improve upon the old way of doing things, and suggest ideas of how leadership
could do just that,” Roper stated.

“L’ECOLE LUMIERE”
THE SCHOOL OF LIGHT
“Growing and learning. Loving and serving.”
In March, MH4H broke ground for the new preschool on the Sylvian land. The construction on the school building is finished and
painting will be done this summer. With the building nearly complete, the focus has turned to the curriculum and the teachers for
the preschool.
Currently, there is a team of educators that are working together to collect and create curriculum for the preschool. They are
gathering content based on research, the culturally relative learning objectives, and focusing on the sequence in which these
objectives will be taught. These educators will also be gathering biblical curriculum which will be incorporated into daily teaching
as well. Once these pieces are figured out, they will put them all together so the teachers in Haiti can then implement the
curriculum, both academic and biblical.
Something the school leadership have been focusing on is creating an effective spiritual, emotional, and social learning
environment. Within the curriculum, there will be numerous opportunities for small group interactions which will stimulate the
emotional, social, and spiritual growth. These daily interactions will equip students to become better problem solvers and learn to
relate to others. Classes will run in the mornings and in addition to academic and biblical curriculum, each student will receive a
meal and medical attention each day.
“I think as we bring quality, creative education focused on the Lord and the truth of the Bible, the community will continue to be
impacted as children and parents learn together,” said Heidi Schulte, Educational Development Coordinator. “As we teach and
instill the skills of problem solving and learning how to learn and discover, I can see not just these kids, but their parents growing
and developing too!”
The school is set to open this fall, with the first class starting in September.

The first class for our preschool will come from these Thrive for 5 kids!

The new school building is finished and just needs to be painted

NEW STAFF

The Cumberland team with leaders from the conference

Jean-Ronel
Meet Pastor Jean-Ronel Joseph, our newest member of the “Do Something Concrete” team. He works
with the families that are receiving the concrete floors to prepare them spiritually and help them in any
other way that he can. Jean-Ronel is the pastor of a church consisting of about 100 people. He is a
wonderful addition to the team and has excellent bilingual skills, which helps with translating. JeanRonel is originally from Pignon and is engaged to be married.
Please pray for Jean-Ronel as he spreads the gospel to those who are receiving a cement floor. Pray for
a sense of peace as he juggles these ministry opportunities while planning to get married in December.
During the conference, leaders set their hand-prints in fresh concrete to
cement their commitment

Overall, the conference that Cumberland students put on was rewarding for both groups of people involved. It furthered the
education on leadership for the participants in Haiti, and it helped the Cumberland students gain an understanding of cultural
leadership through first-hand experiences.
“I believe that this trip, and any trips that meet this standard will forever change me as an educator. I will be able to share things
with students that may not be able to experience other cultures and open their minds to more than what surrounds them. I will
be able to excite them about the idea of missions and traveling for a purpose much bigger than yourself,” shared Roper. Olin also
said, “I came back with a more humble outlook on life and a greater image of myself and who I aspire to be.”

Lumanés
Meet Pastor Lumanés, our new Many Hands for Haiti chaplain. He lives in Bohoc with his wife and
family. Lumanés has worked in many different areas including: “animating” for a radio station, being
a journalist, a church mission’s administrator, and many other professions. He started serving and
ministering to kids at the age of 22 and has been an active pastor for 32 years.
At Many Hands for Haiti, Lumanés will be teaching people about the gospel, visiting and praying for
them, and following up with people who have accepted Jesus. He is diligent about following up with
people because he knows that they are in a battle now. Please pray for Lumanés as he brings people
to Jesus. Pray for the health of his family and that God would provide a job for his daughter.
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